By Christina Eccles

EXTRA funding worth £41m has been
allocated to deliver spectacular
opening and closing ceremonies for
next summer’s Olympic and
Paralympic Games in London.

Figures from the government’s
Olympic Quarterly Economic Report
show the delivery of the Games is on
time and on budget — with the overall
funding package remaining at
£9.298b.

Now with more than £500m of
unallocaied money available, the
exira cash worth £41m - including
£7m held in contingency — has been
allocated to support LOCOG in stag-
ing the Olympic and Paralympic cer-
emonies, which will showcase the
best of the UK to the rest of the
world.

Minister for Sport and the Olympics
Hugh Robertson said: “London’s
opening and closing ceremonies are
a once-in-a-generation opportunity
to showcase the very best of our
country to four billion people around
the world and have a potential adver-
tising value of £2-5b.

“To get the ceremonies absolutely
right, and boost the Games business
and tourism legacy, we are putting

Extra £41m
for Olympic
ceremonies

additional investment into our cere-
monies.”

£271m worth of funding has also
been released for venue security to
deliver a safe and secure event,
including the recruitment and train-
ing of 23,700 venue security person-
nel for more than 100 competition
and non-competition venues across
the UK.

He added: “The Olympic pro-
gramme remains on time and within
budget. Consistent careful manage-
ment of the finances has enabled us
to fund additional costs such as
venue security from within the pub-
lic sector funding package as well as
to invest in projects that will help
drive economic growth from the
Games.

“As was always planned, the
Government and LOCOG have now
undertaken detailed analysis of the
numbers of security staff required to
protect the more than 100 Olympic
venues. As a result, to ensure a safe
and secure Games, they have revised
the numbers of trained staff
required. We are therefore investing
additional funds in providing nearly
24,000 venue security personnel plus
specialist security equipment.”

X Factor judge Gary Barlow was among the
celebrity guests at a star studded gala dinner held
in aid of Children in Need. The Take That singer
hosted the evening at the Hilton Deansgate
Manchester, organised by locally based event
management specialists the Taylor Lynn
Corporation.
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